
 

 

(12/4/20) 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
This is our weekly update regarding COVID-19 and other important items at Hononegah 
Community High School. 
 
Reminder - Wednesday, December 9th is a Remote Learning day at Hononegah. Both Purple 
and Gold students will attend virtually from home on the Remote Learning days. Attendance will 
be taken for all blended students every hour on Remote Learning Days. The school calendar is 
linked to our homepage (www.hononegah.org). 
 
Please note that if your student has been quarantined, but they are not ill, they should be in 
regular communication with teachers, participate in lessons, and complete their work during the 
time of the quarantine.  
 
With local districts taking adaptive pauses, there have been questions about whether we might 
follow suit. The factors considered when determining the need for Hononegah to take an 
adaptive pause include: 
 

• An outbreak in the building - IDPH defines an outbreak as Five COVID-19 infections 
(laboratory-positive by PCR or antigen testing) occurring within 14 calendar days of each 
other in individuals in the same classroom would meet the case definition for an 
outbreak in a Pre-K-12 school. (https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-School-
FAQs.pdf) 

• Staffing Issues - The inability to maintain safety and instructional integrity due to staff 
absences 

• Nursing Capacity - The inability to maintain health operations and contact tracing 
through the Nurse’s Office 

• Recommendation for closer from WCHD/IDPH/CDC 

 
The Hononegah nation schools continue to monitor health and safety procedures and the 
factors noted above to make decisions regarding an adaptive pause.  
 
Contact the nurses: Kelly Schmitz (kschmi@hononegah.org) or Kim Hesano 
(khesan@hononegah.org) at any time to notify them if you or your student has tested positive 
for COVID, are awaiting test results, been exposed to someone with COVID, or if you or your 
student are exhibiting symptoms. This communication is essential in keeping everyone at 
Hononegah safe. 
 
Regarding COVID numbers, the Thanksgiving holiday caused a delay in communication of 
positive cases between health care providers, the WCHD, and Hononegah last week. So, 
though I reported eight cases, last week’s total was actually thirteen cases. I apologize for the 
error. 
 
This week we had twenty-two positive COVID cases confirmed by the WCHD. As of Monday, 
December 7th, only eight cases will remain in isolation. While we can never 100% rule out 
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transmission in the building, we still have no evidence to suggest it has occurred at Hononegah. 
COVID data can be found on the Hononegah home page under the Return to School 2020-2021 
tab along with all other COVID information. 
 
We have two more weeks of in-person instruction before two Remote Learning days and then 
winter break. If we are going to see an uptick in positive cases due to Thanksgiving, we would 
expect that to start happening next week.  Please remain diligent at home to help us make it 
through the next two weeks.  Continue to encourage your students to wear masks in public 
spaces, sustain social distancing, and resist the temptation to gather in groups.  This will greatly 
help our teachers and staff by reducing the number of absences. 
 
Please contact (815)-624-5005 with questions. 
 
Thank you, and have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Administration 
 
PS – The audio file from today’s call is attached for your convenience. 
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